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The opening of the Conference was an imposing ceremony,
attended by Prime Ministers and other representatives of
the Dominions. The King-Emperor, as a visible symbol
of Unity of the British Commonwealth of Nations, addressed
the great assembly in person.

A significant feature of the Conference was the presence
of the Indian Princes, who were invited, as stated before,
in accordance with the suggestion Sir John Simon made to
the Prime Minister. They readily accepted the invitation.

Ever since the political movement began to gain strength
throughout India, the Indian Princes have had difficulties
in controlling its invasion of their dominions. They dis-
cerned in the policy of the Government a clear indication of
granting a large share of responsibility to Indian Legislatures
with a view to placating the intransigent spirit behind that
movement. Thus, their dissatisfaction with the Indian
States Enquiry Committee and growing apprehension that
bold measures of constitutional reforms might be granted to
British India, the repercussion of which would certainly be
felt in their States, induced them to grasp the opportunity
of joining in a Conference free to modify such proposals.
And not only did they succeed in modifying the proposals
of the Indian Statutory Commission but they completely
changed the foundation on which the Statutory Commission
based their Report.

At the very first session of the Conference, His Highness
the Maharaja of Bikaner made a dramatic pronouncement,
proposing that there should be a Federal Government
embracing British India and (t Indian " India in which the
Princes would be prepared to take their part. The result
was that, as a writer put it, the tocsin of Dominion Status
ceased to sound.

Nevertheless, the first Round Table Conference, soon
after its spectacular ceremonies were over, became the arena
of controversy. The announcement that the distant goal
as visualized by the Statutory Commission, of an All-India
Federation, had been brought near by the willingness of the